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JOHN  DRYDEN,   1694.

After I have confeflfd thus much of our modern Heroick
Poetry, I cannot but conclude with Mr. Rym\_er~] that our
Englifh Comedy is far beyond any thing of the Ancients. And
notwithstanding our irregularities, fo is our Tragedy. Shakefpear
had a Genius for it 5 and we know, in fpite of Mr. Rhymer} that
Genius alone is a greater Virtue (if I may fo call it) than all other
Qualifications put together. You fee what succefs this Learned
Critick has found in the World, after his Blafpheming Shakefpear.
Almoft all the Faults which he has difcover'd are truly there j
yet who will read Mr. Rym\er] or not read Shakefpear ? For
my own part I reverence Mr. Rym[er~\s Learning, but I deteft
his 111 Nature and his Arrogance. I indeed, and fuch as I, have
reafon to be afraid of him, but Shakefpear has not.
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[This is part of a letter in answer to one written by Dennis on March 3,
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from which P. A. Lyons printed it in a note in Fresh Allusions^ p. 228.
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